
by JENNIFER GALLANT

The first in a two-part series on the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Bay Village Women’s Club.

The Bay Village Women’s Club 
observes its 100th birthday 
this year. The Women’s Club 

is the oldest such organization in 
Bay Village. 

Mrs. Florence Whitney, a 
school board member, served as 
the Club’s first president. Begin-
ning Jan. 5, 1917, she and four 
women called on every mother 
in the Village to attend a meeting 
on Jan. 25 in the little Red Brick 
School House on Lake Road. 

by ERIC EAKIN

While Bay Village 
resident Tim Van-
Newhouse may 

have climbed out of the 
boxing ring undefeated back 

in 2007, his love for boxing 
never did. Now he is using 
his boxing skills to manage 
young fighters climbing the 
pro ranks.

VanNewhouse, the mar-
ried father of three and hus-

band to Parma school teach-
er Nicole, will be ringside at 
Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday, March 18, when 
his latest protégé, 24-year-
old WBC Lightweight Conti-
nental Americas Champion 

Ryan “Blue Chip” Martin, 
with a professional record 
of 17-0 with 10 by knockout, 
takes on local fan favorite 
Bryant “Pee Wee’ Cruz, 17-1 
with eight KO’s.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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Fear of falling? 
It’s a matter   
of balance

WESTLAKE COMMUNITY SERVICES

by LYDIA GADD

If you are a senior, and have a fear 
of falling, you are not alone. Studies 
indicate that up to half of community 

dwelling older adults experience fear of 
falling. Many respond to this concern by 
curtailing activities. This in turn can lead 
to loss of muscle strength, an increased 
risk of isolation, depression and anxiety, 
and increases your risk of falling. In short, 
fear of falling can actually contribute to 
falling!

The good news is that the majority of 
falls are preventable. The even better news 
is that there are strategies you can learn to 
improve your balance, and take control of 
this problem.

A Matter of Balance is an evidence-
based program offered through Stanford 
University and taught by certified instruc-
tors. The Westlake Center for Community 
Services will be hosting this class on Mon-
days, 9-11 a.m., beginning March 13 for 
a total of 8 weeks. Participants will learn 
to view falls as controllable, set realistic 
goals, change their environment to reduce 
risk  factors and exercise to increase 
strength  and balance.

Bay Village man   
tutors boxing hopeful

Bay Village resident Tim VanNewhouse, left, with up-and-coming boxer Ryan Martin, who will fight March 18 on HBO.

C
H

R
IS

 F
A

R
IN

A
, K

2 
PR

O
M

O
TI

O
N

S

by EMILY GUNN

Get revved up for the 
annual Westlake 
Early Childhood 

PTA fundraiser, a casual 
night out cheering on your 
March Madness bracket for 
the Sweet 16 games. Sport-
ing your favorite team or 
alma mater gear, attendees 
will enjoy games, fun and 
some ‘90s throwbacks! This 
year’s event will be held on 
Saturday, March 25, 6:30 
p.m., in the Copper Cup 
event room at 680 Dover 
Center Road. Appetizers 
will be served and a cash 
bar will be available. As 

always, we will have our 
renowned auction with 
incredible items for you to 
bid on and take home.

Tickets are $20/person 
and you can contact Syma 
Dar at symadar123@yahoo.
com or Jamie Martinez at 
j.marcone.martinez@gmail.
com to purchase tickets. 
Our annual fundraiser is 
necessary to keep WECPTA 
going. The funds that are 
raised help to support our 
field trips, children’s parties, 
community service events 
and adult activities.

Please mark your cal-
endars. We can’t wait to see 
you there! 

WECPTA hosts annual 
March Madness fundraiser

Bay Women’s Club Centennial:  
The first 50 years

The Bay Village Women’s Club chorus, pictured here in 1927, 
held recitals to raise funds for community needs.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 

community newspaper and website written by,  for 

and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  

providing perspectives and information about topics and 

events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 

the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 

community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 

residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 

to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 

mind when writing for the Observer:

• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 

• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 

• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 

• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 

photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 

ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 

wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 

along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 

or help with topics, content or the submission process. 

Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 

wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 

photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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The fight will 
be featured on the 
undercard of the world 
middleweight champi-
onship between unified 
middleweight world 
champion Gennady 
“GGG” Golovkin, (36-
0-0, 33 KO’s) and WBA 
middleweight world 
champion Daniel “The 
Miracle Man” Jacobs, 
(32-1, 29 KO’s). The 
event will be shown live 
by HBO Pay-Per-View 
beginning at 9:00 p.m.

While in middle 
school in Cleveland, 
VanNewhouse began 
boxing at the Kronk 
Gym, winning a 
number of amateur 
titles, including the 
Cleveland Golden 
Gloves. He competed all 
over the country as an 
aspiring Olympian, but 
after coming up short in 
the Olympic trial quali-
fiers, he decided to turn 
professional.

He made his debut 
in 2007, under the 
tutelage of 2016 Ohio’s 
trainer of the year Joe 
Delguyd, stopping his 
opponent in just two 
rounds. According 
to reports his career 
looked promising, but 
VanNewhouse hung up 
the gloves when Nicole 
got pregnant with 
their now 8-year-old 
daughter and joined the 
United States Air Force. 
He served as a medic at 
the Air Force Academy 
and spent his free time 
assisting the coaching 
staff of the Air Force 
boxing team.

After being honor-
ably discharged, he 
continued his educa-
tion at Cleveland State 
University and decided 
to pursue a career in 
promoting and manag-
ing fighters, which was 
a longtime dream of his. 
Now he teaches what he 
learned in the school of 
hard knocks.

“I’ve known Ryan 
Martin since he was 
10,” VanNewhouse said. 
“I met him at an after-
school boxing program 
in Chattanooga. He 
didn’t have much of a 
home life; the program’s 

directors and students 
ultimately became his 
family. When he was a 
young boy, he would 
come over my house 
and I would tell my wife 
that he was going to be 
a champion someday. 
It’s surreal because 
I told her I’d love to 
manage him when that 
happens. He was such 
a special kid. He won 
everything at that time 
and the media followed 
him everywhere.”

Martin was a 
standout amateur with 
hopes to compete in the 
Olympics, but, like his 
manager VanNewhouse, 
he failed to qualify. He 
lost a decision to the 
now current IBF World 
Champion Robert 
Easter and opted to 
turn professional. He 
called VanNewhouse 
and they’ve been 
together ever since.

The upcoming fight 
on HBO is an amazing 
opportunity for both 
Martin and VanNew-
house.

“This is a showcase 
fight to show the world 
why Ryan is considered 
one of the best up-and-
coming prospects,” 
VanNewhouse said. “We 
are still in the growth 
and development stage 
with him at this point 
so he’s being afforded 
the time to properly 
mature. But he’s got 
the goods to be on this 
platform. He may have 
four or five fights until 
he fights for the world 
championship, maybe 
more.”

VanNewhouse 
stressed he would not 
like to see either of 
his sons get into the 
fight game. “I do not 
want them to have the 
challenges that boxers 
face,” he said. “I felt 
like I had to fight for 
everything in the sport. 
I went through a lot of 
adversity in my life, but 
I persevered. I work 
hard every day to make 
sure my boys don’t have 
to feel the way I did. I’m 
just trying my best to 
give them a better head 
start in life.” 

BOXER from front page

RSVP’s are necessary and 
space is limited. Call 899-3544 
by March 6 to reserve your 
spot. Since the program is grant 
funded, it is able to be offered at 
no cost.

According to an informa-
tional pamphlet, after complet-
ing A Matter of Balance:
• 97% of participants are more 

comfortable talking about 

fear of falling
• 97% feel comfortable increas-

ing activity
• 99% plan to continue exercising
• 98% would recommend 

Matter of Balance to their 
friends.

For a complete schedule 
of events and activities at the 
Westlake Center for Commu-
nity Services, visit www.cityof-
westlake.org/519/Newsletter, 
or come pay us a visit. 

We are located at 29694 
Center Ridge Road. 

BALANCE        
from front page

The response was over-
whelming with an overflow 
attendance of 52 women.

According to notes on the 
early meetings, “Tea was made 
over a fire of coals and china 
was transported to meetings 
in a little red wagon. The ladies 
sewed, had musical recitals 
and, with the proceeds, bought 
footstools for the children 
to raise their feet from the 
draughty floors.” A neighbor’s 
outhouse was the only “facility” 
for the school house.

The group’s motto was 
“Children First.” Another early 
purchase was a Victrola to teach 
children a finer appreciation of 
music. The Club’s purpose was 
to promote cultural, social and 
civic activities in the commu-
nity. As a note of interest, one 
of the first speakers was news-
caster Dorothy Fuldheim.

During the early years, the 
women also gave plays to raise 
funds. They did all the work 
from stitching the stage curtain 
and costumes to creating props 
to acting. Husbands built the 
stages and performed. However 
a leading man did need to be 
imported from Westlake. Two 
performances raised $110 for 
the library. In 1934 the Drama 
Group spun off into a separate 
group, “The Village Players.”

By January 1937 the Club 
moved its meetings to the 
community rooms over the 
fire department and donated 
many of the furnishings in 
what is now the Community 
House. In 1936, a Student Loan 
and Scholarship Aid program 
was initiated; $50 was raised 
through a bridge tea and 
“loaned” to a Bay High senior 
girl. By 1942 the club awarded 
a gift of $50 to girls, and in 1977 
included boys. Money contin-
ued to be raised by luncheons 
and cookbook sales. 

The Club was very socially 

active holding picnics, lun-
cheons, Christmas parties, 
dinner dances at the country 
clubs, garage sales and “splash” 
parties. Early interest groups 
covered music, art, physical 
fitness, home economics, lit-
erature and more. In 1938, the 
garden group split off to form a 
separate interest group.

In the ‘40s, the Club held 
block parties to raise money for 
the USO and other war efforts 
and sponsored the Red Cross 
Mobile Blood Unit at the Com-
munity House. Funds were raised 
by selling war stamps. By 1949 
the meetings were so crowded 
that a Junior Women’s Club was 
founded. In the ‘50s the busy 
hook-and-braided-rug group 
separated from the Club and 
became a Rug Guild. The Wom-
en’s Club has had many interest 
groups over the years and change 
with current interests. 

Next issue: The second 50 
years. This period includes rais-
ing scholarship funds through 
the Antiques Show. Now in its 
48th year, this year’s show is Feb. 
25-26 at Bay High School.

WOMEN’S CLUB from front page

The Bay Village Women’s 
Club was founded in 1917. Its 
first president was Florence 
Whitney, pictured here in 
1948.
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Learning for Life 
Lecture Series

The Learning for Life lecture series covers 
a range of topics of interest to our students 
and community members. This spring’s series 
focuses on culture and compassion.

March 22, 7 p.m. – Sharing Culture and Story Through Art 
With Local Artist Hector Castellanos 
Lara; Westshore Campus, 
31001 Clemens Road, Westlake 

March 28, 6 p.m. – “A Thousand and One Journeys: The Arab 
Americans” Documentary Film Screening 
and Q&A with Filmmaker Abe Kasbo; 
Westshore at Corporate College® West, 
25425 Center Ridge Road, Westlake 

April 19, 7 p.m. – Culture and Compassion Panel 
Discussion; Westshore Campus, 
31001 Clemens Road, Westlake 

tri-c.edu/LearningForLife 

17-1107

All events are free  
and open to the public.

No reservations required.

WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

NO POWER = NO HEAT, NO SAFETY

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,500 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience
               “Do what I did 

               and call 
Generac’s ONLY Family 
owned and operated 
Dealer for 30 Years”

                  Don Webster

BVPD academy 
offers citizens a look 
behind the badge
by LT. CALVIN HOLLIDAY

The Bay Village Police 
Department is hosting 
a Community Police 

Academy beginning on 
March 16.

The main goal of the 
Community Police Academy 
is to provide information to 
the residents so they under-
stand how law enforcement 
functions and increase the 
rapport between the citizens 
and the officers of the Bay 
Village Police Department. 
Students will become more 
aware of what their police 
department does and why 
they do it certain ways. 

The Community Police 
Academy is a 10-week pro-
gram, held for 10 consecutive 
Thursday nights starting on 
March 16 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
There is no cost to participate. 
Each session will cover sepa-
rate areas of the Department’s 
operations. Topics include 
firearms, communications, 
patrol and SWAT. These topics 
will be presented using lec-
tures, demonstrations and 
student participation.

We hope that the gradu-
ates of the Academy will utilize 
the knowledge gained through 
the program to assist the 
Police Department in its goal 
of providing a safe community 

for the citizens of Bay Village. 
The Academy is open to any 
resident, 21 years of age and 
above and with a valid driver’s 
license. The participants will 
be required to complete an 
application and sign a waiver 

form. A background check will 
be conducted.

Applications can be 
obtained at the Police Depart-
ment, City Hall or via the 
website at cityofbayvillage.
com. Applications are due no 

later than March 12. Class size 
is limited to 15 participants. 
If you have any questions 
or need more information, 
contact Lt. Calvin Holliday at 
440-899-3487 or cholliday@
cityofbayillage.com. 

Police Lt. Calvin Holliday inside the Bay Village police station’s dispatch center.
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by CRISTINE HOFFMANN

Bowling is fun in your spare time! 
All Bay alumni as well as friends 
and family of alumni are wel-

come to join in the fun!
Bay Alumni Madness will be a 

light-hearted bowling competition 
event among Bay High graduation 
classes and will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, at 6:30 p.m. at Bay Lanes. Bowl 

with classmates, friends or family. 
Knock down pins for your class or your 
friend’s or family member’s class. 

The class with most pins wins! The 
class raising the most funds will hold 
the King Pins title for the year.

Don’t bowl? Come to meet old 
friends and cheer on your class. 

Your support will help your class 
compete for the King Pins title. A $27 
bowling ticket includes two games, 

shoe rental and food. Social/cheerlead-
ing tickets can be purchased for $22 
and includes food and fun! A cash bar 
will be available. Funds raised will sup-
port the Bay Alumni Foundation Schol-
arship Program. There’s not a moment 
to spare!

 Register online or download a 
form at: bayalumni.com/events/alum-
ni-madness. Registration forms can be 
picked up at Java Bay and Mojo’s. 

Bay alumni 
invited to 
participate 
in bowling 
competition
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Private Piano Instruction
Joseph Anthony
Masters Degree in Piano Performance
Hartt College of Music, University of Hartford

Providing the finest training 
leading to mastery of the instrument

20+ years in teaching and 
performance

Now accepting additional students
Beginners • Intermediate • Advanced
Children • Teens • Adults

(440) 915-3251

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

“TRAGEDY into TRIUMPH” Series
March 19-22, 2017

How God can bring triumphant change into our lives, 
even in the midst of tragedy.

Free Simulcast Event Hosted by Parkside Church 
of  The Nazarene, 23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake

Sun. 3/19 - 7:30 p.m. - Alveda King; Niece of Dr. Martin Luther King
Mon. 3/20 - 7:30 p.m. - Deion Sanders, NFL Hall of Famer 

Tues. 3/21 - 7:30 p.m. - Saeed Abedini, Imprisoned for Sharing his Faith
Wed. 3/22 - 7:30 .pm. - Rebekah Gregory, Boston Marathon Bombing Survivor

6:30pm - Dinner and child care provided 
(Child care registration required @ www.parknaz.org)

For more information, visit www.tragedyintotriumph.com
or call Parkside Nazarene Church at 440-333-3998

SPORTING VIEWS

by JEFF BING

Okay, gang. While 
the Indians are 
unpacking their 

gear in Goodyear (that 
has sort of a poetic ring, 
doesn’t it?), the Cavs are 
playing and Browns fans 
are praying (I know, I 
should have quit while I 
was ahead), now seems 
like a good time to look in 
the old mailbag and see 
what my loyal reader(s) 
have on their mind(s).

Let’s start with one 
from a “J.B.” in Westlake.

“How come you always 
rip the Browns, dude? Cut 
Jimmy and his boys some 
slack. Don’t blame him for 
all of the team’s problems. 
Lighten up – you depress 
me.”

Yeah, and your letter 
was just the pick-me-up 
that the rest of the world 

needed, right? Well, J.B., 
guess how many winning 
seasons the Browns have 
had since 1999? Hint: you 
can count them on one 
hand. And while I’m cer-
tain that you are an astute 
individual – as witnessed 
by your reference to me as 
“dude” – I’ll make it even 
easier for you. Not only 
can you count the Browns 
winning seasons on one 
hand, you can count them 
on one finger (from each 
hand)! I’ll give you a few 
minutes to do the math 
and when you come up 
with the answer (hey, that’s 
not a calculator you’re 
holding, is it?) we’ll elabo-
rate on your findings.

So what did you come 
up with, big guy? Two? 
Well played, my friend, 
well played. In 2002, the 
Browns made the playoffs 
under Butch Davis with a 

9-7 mark and in 2007 they 
won 10 games but missed 
the playoffs. Other than 
those two “glory” years, 
the Browns have produced 
more snags than my 
recent colonoscopy.

And as far as Jimmy 
Haslam goes, you are right. 
He is only responsible for 
the 15-49 record since 
2013. Silly me. I’ll back 
off, because I thought he’d 
only won 14 in that time.

The Browns have won 
88 games since 1999, while 
losing 200. To put that in 
perspective, since 2010 
the New England Patriots 
(coached by Mr. Chuckles 
himself) have won 89 
games. But we have a plan, 
J.B., so not to worry. 

As Hue Jackson says, 
“Trust me.” And why 
shouldn’t we, it’s gone so 
well this far.

Moving on, we do 

just that as we proceed to 
our next letter, one from 
a “Billy J.B.” – also from 
Westlake. (Seriously, what 
are the odds?).

“How come you were 
so mean to J.B. from West-
lake? You writers are all 
the same: You spew out 
insulting, meaningless 
drivel with no fear of con-
sequences of your actions. 
You are a disgrace to your 
outdated typewriter.” 

Sir, I must vehemently 
take issue with your accu-
sation. Specifically, I don’t 
use an outdated type-
writer. I’ll have you know 
I use an outdated word 
processor. And don’t think 
I didn’t see through your 
“Billy Manziel“ disguise 
either, J.B. 

But I must admit to 
being stumped by the 
“J.B.” initials. Huh, wonder 
who that could be ... 

Letters from a dwindling fan base

by DILLON FORSYTHE

Donations are still 
needed to help 
care for these kit-

tens rescued in Bay Village. 
Garfield, a beautiful cat, 
not part of the litter of five, 
sadly has passed away. We 
fell in love with him. He 
was amazing and we are 
so deeply sad for his loss. 
As we care for the other 
kittens, we can’t help but 
think of him every day.

Fluffy, a proud 
member of the “Bay Village 
6” kittens, has been treat-
ed for a severe infection, 
and showing signs of heal-
ing. Her wound is being 
cared for every few days at 
the Animal Clinic North-
field in North Ridgeville 

and she requires con-
stant care. Donations 
are needed to help 
pay for the general 
medical care for these 
kittens, as well as 
daily expenses of food 
and supplies. Fluffy, 
Peanut and Tiger are 
all becoming very 
social and are amaz-
ing! However, Boo 
Boo Paw (who has a 
deformed leg) and 
No Boo Boo Paw will 
take a lot more time, 
but both are making 
progress.

Please help us take 
care for these kittens by 
mailing much needed 
donations to their vet at 
Animal Clinic Northfield, 
36400 Center Ridge Rd., 

North Ridgeville, OH 
44039, c/o The Mary 
Slaman Fund or you can 
call the clinic directly at 
440-327-8282. We need 
donations desperately to 
continue in their care, and 
thank you for any help that 

you can give. You will truly 
be making a difference in 
changing the lives of these 
precious kittens so they 
can eventually become 
adopted, live safely and be 
happy with a loving forever 
family of their own. 

The ‘Bay Village 6’ kittens update

Fluffy, a member of the “Bay Village 6” rescue kittens, 
requires medical care for a severe infection.

by ERIC EAKIN

Donations are being accepted for the 
fireworks display at Bay Days this 
year.

The Bay Days fireworks display costs 
$11,000 a year, and it is up to the community 
to raise half the money for the display; the 
sale of Bay Village promotional items at city 
hall mostly finances the other half.

Many Bay Village civic organizations 
count on the revenues they raise at Bay Days 
to finance the scholarships they provide, 
to fund their civic-improvement programs 
and for other projects. Without the fireworks 
finale, Bay Days attendance would drop pre-
cipitously and so would the funding upon 
which these organizations rely.

The Bay Days fireworks committee has 
established a website, www.bayfireworks.
org, to raise awareness of this effort.

The website explains the funding situa-
tion and offers a way to make donations via 
PayPal through the Bay Village Foundation 
website, www.thebayvillagefoundation.org. 
(The Bay Village Foundation is overseeing 
funds collected for the fireworks display.)

The fundraising group is also soliciting 
corporate and other sponsorships. Call 216-
386-5997 for details. 

It would be a shame to let the Bay Days 
fireworks display fizzle out.  Please consider a 
donation or sponsorship. 

Donate to 
support 
Bay Days 
fireworks

Do you have a good 
news story? Become an 
Observer and share it with the 
Westlake/Bay community at:
wbvobserver.com/members.

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!
JOIN OVER 800 

CITIZEN WRITERS
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part two in a series about Detroit 
Road.

The first westward set-
tlers traversing what 
became Detroit Road 

had to swim, wade or ford the 
Rocky River until a ferry service 
began in 1810. In 1820, Captain 
Rufus Wright, the owner of a 
tavern located where the West-
lake Condominiums are now, 
took the lead in constructing 
the first bridge to cross the 
valley. According to “Rocky 
River Yesterday” by the Rocky 
River Historical Society, due 
to the capsizing of two stage 
coaches on the bridge in 1842, 
this low wooden span, which 
hung just above the flood-
plain, was deemed unsafe due 
to deterioration and there were 
calls to build a new bridge 
and plank the road to improve 
travel conditions.

George A. Christensen 
wrote in “Incidents & Epi-
sodes: Tales of Rocky River 
and Rockport Township, Ohio” 
that the replacement wooden 
bridge, built in 1850 at a cost 
of $6,000, was constructed of 
oak timbers in the important 
parts of the structure, yellow 
pine, fir or ponderosa pine 
in the decorative area, with 
abutments of sandstone and 
a deck that was 24 feet wide. 

According to Christensen, the 
location of the mud ramp on 
the west side of the river came 
up behind the Westlake Hotel 
(now Westlake Condomini-
ums) in Rocky River. He also 
says that the bridge 
was approximately 
halfway between the 
height of the water 
and the height of 
the natural grade 
on either side of the 
river. It is unclear 
why the ramps down 
the hillsides were not 
covered with planks 
– perhaps they would 
have been too slip-
pery on a grade? 
“Rocky River Yester-
day” suggests that 
they were planked 
and that by 1852 the 
road between the 
cities of Cleveland 
to Detroit was com-
pletely planked.

The 1850 bridge 
was replaced with 
a $60,000 iron 
bridge in 1890. The 
iron bridge was at 
street level with a 
28-foot-wide oak deck which 
accommodated inter-urban, 
vehicular and pedestrian traf-
fic. It was replaced in 1910 by 
a $220,000 concrete bridge. 
Some of the sandstone bridge 
abutments for the iron bridge 

can still be seen in the river. 
When constructed, the 1910 
Rocky River Bridge was the 
longest unreinforced concrete 
single span in the world. The 
soaring center arch spanned 

280 feet and was framed with 
two 44-foot arches. It had 40 
feet of roadway and 8-foot 
sidewalks on either side. It car-
ried two inter-urban tracks and 
two lanes of automobile traffic.

By the 1960s the bridge 

had begun to seriously dete-
riorate. In 1981 all but the west 
175 feet of the 1910 bridge was 
demolished after construction 
of a new $4 million standard 
highway bridge. The 1910 
bridge lives on as the founda-
tion of the “Bridge Building” 
and in the official seal and 
logo of Rocky River and on 
the Downtown River district 
markers.

According to Robert Parry, 
the former planning direc-

tor of the City of Westlake, 
the Downtown River/Old 
Detroit Road area of Rocky 
River would be a very differ-
ent place today if a powerful 
former county engineer, Albert 
S. Porter, had gotten his way. 

Porter proposed replacing the 
1910 Detroit Road Bridge in 
its same location. This would 
have meant continuing the 
dogleg route in front of the 
Westlake hotel and widening 
old Detroit Road, destroying 
the Downtown River shops. 
As a young city planner work-
ing for the Cuyahoga County 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion, assigned to the City of 
Rocky River, Parry proposed a 
number of alternates, includ-

ing the one that was built. It 
relocated the west end of the 
Detroit Road Bridge southward 
with a gradual sweeping curve, 
bypassing the downtown and 
saving the older blocks of 
buildings. 

The history of Detroit Road, Part II: 
Bridging the Rocky River

LOCAL HISTORY

An old postcard shows the 1910 Detroit Road Bridge over the Rocky River in the foreground. 
Immediately behind it is the 1890 iron bridge that it replaced. Sandstone abutments of the 1890 
bridge can still be seen in the river.

by SALLY GERYCZ

On Sunday, Feb. 
12, Bay Presby-
terian Church 

(BPC) welcomed Rev. Bob 
Hopper to the church to 
shepherd the congrega-
tion as the new transition-
al senior pastor. He was 
called by BPC’s Session to 
help prepare the church 
for the subsequent calling 
of a new senior pastor.

“We are excited to 
welcome Bob and his 
wife, Tacey, to the Cleve-
land area. We believe 
that under his leader-
ship, this will be a time 
of spiritual fruitfulness 
and growth,” said John 
Meaux, a member of Ses-
sion, the local governing 
body of Bay Presbyterian 
Church, comprised of 
church elders and pas-
tors. “Rev. Hopper gives 

BPC a unique outside 
perspective in leading us 
forward. This experience 
will help the congrega-
tion through the transi-
tion from one senior 
pastor to another.”

Rev. Hopper has 
nearly 40 years of experi-
ence as a Presbyterian 
pastor, and for the past 
seven years has served 
as a transitional pastor 
for various Evangelical 
Presbyterian Churches 
in cities such as Fresno, 
Indianapolis, Wichita and 
St. Louis.

“My call as a transi-
tional pastor is to help the 
leadership of BPC get a 
clear picture of what God 
is doing and will do in 
the months ahead as the 
church prepares, searches 
for, finds, and receives a 
new senior pastor,” said 
Rev. Hopper.

Bay Presbyterian 
Church, celebrating its 
100th year anniversary, is 
a family of faith, centered 
on Jesus Christ – focusing 
on sharing God’s message 
in our neighborhoods and 
across the globe. Sunday 
services at BPC are held at 
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
For more information visit 
www.baypres.org, or call 
Sally Gerycz at 440-871-
3822. Bay Presbyterian 
Church is located at 25415 
Lake Road. 

Bay Presbyterian Church welcomes 
transitional senior pastor

Rev. Bob Hopper

by ELAINE KABAT

Two local churches – Dover 
Congregational United 
Church of Christ and West-

lake Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) – will hold four joint, week-
day, community-focused worship 
services during Lent.

Members of both congrega-
tions will participate. Worship 
and communion will be offered to 
believers of all denominations.

The first service will be on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1, at 12:30 p.m. 
for anyone who may be working 
or living nearby and wishes to 
receive the imposition of ashes 
in a brief and informal service. 
Later, a more traditional service at 
7 p.m. will offer communion and 

imposition of ashes.
On Maundy Thursday, April 13, 

at 7 p.m. there will be an evening 
service offered. On Good Friday, 
April 14, at 12:30 p.m. an afternoon 
service will be offered.

According to the Rev. Keith 
Stuart, the Dover Congregational 
United Church of Christ minister, 
the goal of both congregations 
during Lent is to provide a fuller 
menu of worship choices for fami-
lies and people with varying needs 
and schedules.

“Our two congregations,” said 
the Rev. Bill Meyer, pastor of West-
lake Christian Church, “want to 
offer the Westlake community more 
by working together than we could 
if we were trying to do everything 
separately.”

Meyer said his congregation 
would be taking the lead for the 
two daytime services and the Dover 
congregation would take the lead in 
the evening services.

Westlake Christian Church is 
currently sharing space with Dover 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ, at 2239 Dover Center Road. 
Both congregations worship on 
Sundays in different locations of the 
building. 

2 Westlake 
churches team 
up for Lenten 
services

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY
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by JIM DISPIRITO

Recreation in Westlake, 
what does that mean? 
Westlake residents often 

are stunned to find out what 
Westlake has to offer. With 
winter winding down and 
spring on the horizon, let us 
take a look at what Westlake 
has to offer in the field of 
recreation. For starters, the 
City of Westlake has one of the 
premier recreation centers in 
the area.

The Westlake Recreation 
Center is the focal point of rec-
reation in the city. The center is 
open to all residents who may 
purchase an annual member-
ship or a day pass. People who 
work in the city but don’t live 
in the city may purchase a 
corporate membership. Not to 
be left out, if you don’t live in 
or work in the city, but know 
someone who is a member 
of the recreation center, they 
can sponsor you under our 
Friends and Family package. 

The center also participates in 
the Silver Sneakers program, 
which is available through 
many secondary health insur-
ance providers.

The center provides indi-
viduals and families the oppor-
tunity to work out in its fitness 
center or run laps on its indoor 
track. The aquatics center 
features a 25-meter lap pool, a 
diving well, lazy river, slides and 
a kiddie pool area. There are 12 
baskets in our gym, which fea-
tures two full size courts or four 
smaller courts. Fitness classes 
include yoga, boot camp and 
cycling classes. For a full list of 
class offerings, visit our website 
at www.cityofwestlake.org.

The center itself sits on 88 
acres of land featuring a 1.2-
mile walking trail, five tennis 
courts, two baseball fields, 
several soccer fields, two sand 
volleyball courts and a fishing 
pond. There is also a large play-
ground area as well as a picnic 
pavilion.

There are other parks in 

Westlake, including Clague 
Park which features walking 
trails, Clague Cabin, six base-
ball fields, a playground, duck 
pond and the city’s outdoor 
aquatics center, Peterson Pool. 
The park also features a gazebo 
in the center of the park and 
serves as a focal point for the 
Memorial Day and Fourth of 
July celebrations.

Bradley Road Nature Park 
features wooded trails and a 
small playground area nestled 
in the woods of Bradley Road. 
The trails provide an excellent 
way to get out, get fit and com-
mune with nature.

The Recreation Depart-
ment is not all about parks and 
buildings, but rather program-
ming and having fun! Your 
city recreation department is 
responsible for such citywide 
events as; the Family Fishing 
Derby, Fourth of July Parade, 
Fall Festival/Pumpkin Hunt 
and the Haunted Trick-or-Treat 
Trail. We also help run the city’s 
Corporate Challenge, summer 

swim team at Peterson and 
Family Fun Nights at the Recre-
ation Center.

When it comes to team 
sports, the city handles the 
sport of basketball with over 
600 kids participating in 
grades K-12. Baseball, girls 
softball, tackle football and 
soccer leagues are managed by 
community volunteer groups 
recognized by the City of West-
lake. Flag football and several 
pre-K sports are handled by the 
Recreation Department. Please 
check out our website for more 
information.

Not to leave adults out of 
the fun, we offer several activi-
ties for them as well. We have 
leagues available for teams in 
softball and basketball. Individ-
uals can join our bocce league 
or come to the center and play 
pickle ball.

We are not done yet. Did 
you know the City of Westlake 
owns its own golf course? 
Meadowood Golf Course on 
Center Ridge Road is a 27-hole 
golf course. The 18 holes of 
executive style and 9 holes of 
regulation provide golfers of all 
levels the opportunity to come 
and swing away. Meadowood 

also features an award-winning 
log cabin-styled clubhouse 
which is great for renting out 
in the off season for many dif-
ferent functions.  The course 
features leagues and lessons for 
all ages and abilities. Daily and 
weekend specials are available 
so check us out on the website 
or call us at 440-835-6442 for 
more information.

Basically, the City of West-
lake’s Recreation Department 
has lots to offer and it’s up to 
you how much fun you want to 
have. Hopefully this article was 
able to answer some of your 
questions about recreation and 
maybe clear up some questions 
about where to go when you do 
want to have fun. Remember, 
when in doubt, contact us at 
the information below or check 
out our website for more infor-
mation. Now it is time to lace 
up those sneakers and go out 
and have some fun!

More information regard-
ing all of these programs and 
more can be found at our 
website at www.cityofwestlake.
org, or by stopping by the 
Recreation Center at 28955 
Hilliard Blvd. or calling us at 
440-808-5700. 

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Haitham Wehbe, DMD 

join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

Where to have fun in Westlake!
WESTLAKE RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The Westlake Recreation Center at 28955 Hilliard Blvd. includes outdoor walking trails, soccer and baseball fields, a children’s playground and a fishing pond. 
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Part three in a series about 
how Ohio sources its energy for 
electricity.

In Ohio, about 20 percent 
of our power comes from 
nuclear energy. I’m going to 

try to explain it in simple terms, 
as researching this topic result-
ed in a lot of information that is 
very complicated with nuclear 
physics (which is not some-
thing I am interested in trying 
to explain in my column!).

Nuclear energy comes 
from uranium. Uranium is 
found in geological forma-
tions, as well as in sea water. 
It is the least plentiful min-
eral, however its radioactivity 
makes it a plentiful supply of 
energy. About one pound of 
uranium is equal to three mil-
lion pounds of coal in terms of 
energy production. Uranium 
is mined, similar to how coal is 
mined, however it is more haz-
ardous because of the radioac-
tivity. Uranium must be con-
centrated for it to be mined, 
and most of the uranium in 
the U.S. is mined in Wyoming 
and the Four Corners region of 
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah 

and Arizona.
Once uranium is mined, 

the uranium ore is sent to 
processing plants that turn it 
into fuel. The processing plants 
turn it into pellets, and then 
combine pellets to form fuel 
rods that are ready to be used 
in a core reactor. The United 
States currently has eight 
functioning processing plants. 
The Department of Energy esti-
mates that the United States 
has about 300 million pounds 
of uranium reserves, primarily 
located in New Mexico, Texas 
and Wyoming. Currently, power 
plants in the United States use 
about 40 million pounds a year. 
Currently, less than 10 percent 
of uranium used in the United 
States is mined here. The rest is 
imported from Canada, Russia, 
Australia, Kazakhstan and 
Namibia.

The United States has 99 
nuclear reactors that convert 
uranium into energy for elec-
tricity. Two of these reactors 
are located in Northern Ohio; 
one in Lake County (Perry) and 
one between Sandusky and 
Toledo (Davis-Besse). For every 
unit of electricity produced by 
a nuclear power plant, there 
are two units of waste heat. 

Used nuclear fuel is very hot 
and radioactive. The waste 
must be cooled using water 
and the plant workers must be 
shielded. This hot, used fuel is 
removed from reactors under-
water, and then transferred 
to a storage pool, where it 
can remain for up to 50 years. 
Another way this waste is dealt 
with is to transfer it to concrete 
containers.

Nuclear waste can also be 
recycled, as it contains up to 90 
percent usable fuel. The United 
States used to have a recycling 
program for this waste, but 
shut it down in 1977 because 

recycling creates plutonium, 
which is the easiest material 
in which to make a nuclear 
weapon. France, Great Britain 
and Japan all have nuclear 
waste recycling programs. 
France generates 80 percent 
of its electricity from nuclear 
power, much of it coming from 
recycling nuclear waste. To 
recycle the waste, plutonium 
and uranium are separated 
from the other waste, and 
reused for energy, creating very 
little radioactive waste at the 
end of the process, which is 
then stored safely. France has 
been recycling nuclear waste 

for over 40 years without the 
radioactive material falling 
into the wrong hands. They 
have not had any accidental 
explosions either.

Nuclear power plants do 
not emit greenhouse gasses, 
so they are not contributing 
to global warming. They also 
do not produce any pollutants 
that can become airborne, like 
the burning of fossil fuels does. 
Aside from the environmental 
impact from the energy used 
to mine uranium, it is a clean 
energy. I hope you gained a 
better understanding of nucle-
ar power after reading this! 

33200 Health Campus Blvd., 
Avon, Ohio 44011

www.roseseniorliving.com

Independent Living 
Assisted Living
Memory Care

NOW OPEN IN AVON!
Contact Donna D’Amico at 440-937-0757 

to arrange your personal tour.

AVON

We’re raising the bar 
for senior living 

in Northeast Ohio!

Ohio’s energy sources: 
Nuclear power

The Perry Nuclear Power Plant in Lake County is one of two nuclear power reactors in Ohio. 
The other is the Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station in Oak Harbor. 

THE GREEN REPORT
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by KAREN PETERSON

The next workshop in St. Barn-
abas Episcopal Church’s series 
on connecting with God will be 

held Saturday, March 4, 10 a.m.-noon. 
“Praying With Mandalas: A Color-
ful, Contemplative Practice” will be 
facilitated by Sharon Seyfarth Garner. 
Praying with mandalas, or geometric 
figures, is a refreshing new method 
of prayer that weaves together the 
contemporary interest in coloring with 
classic Christian spiritual practices 

such as lectio 
divina, interces-
sory prayer, 
centering prayer 
and the Ignatian 
Examen. Con-
templative col-
oring is a simple 
and tangible 
way to let go of 
your distractions and rediscover your 
sacred center.

Join us for this sacred time of 
creativity and prayer – a breath of 

spiritual fresh 
air! A suggested 
$10 donation is 
appreciated but 
not required.

Rev. Sharon 
Seyfarth Garner 
has been an 
ordained 
United Meth-

odist pastor for over 20 years and has 
found that contemplative coloring is 
bringing new life, joy and depth to her 
prayer life. She is the founding director 

of Belly of the Whale Spiritual Direction 
& Retreat Ministries located at Univer-
sity Circle UMC. Sharon is dedicated to 
sharing the journey of spiritual growth 
with others, especially through one-
on-one spiritual direction and retreat 
opportunities. Her first book, “Praying 
with Mandalas: A Colorful, Contempla-
tive Practice,” was published by Upper 
Room Books in January 2017.

Register by March 2 by phoning the 
church at 440-871-6200. St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church is located at 468 
Bradley Road. 

Spiritual workshop to focus on contemplative coloring

Coloring mandalas, or geometric 
figures, can help quiet the mind and 
improve focus.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Feb. 22 (10:15 & 11 a.m.) 
LET’S SING AND DANCE! – Sing and 
move to the music with Miss Nancy! For 
children ages 2-6 with a caregiver. Please 
arrive early to receive a ticket.

Wednesday, Feb. 22 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The February selection 
is “Kitchens of the Great Midwest” by 
Ryan Stradal.

Wednesday, Feb. 22 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
and Thursday, Feb. 23 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
BOW WOW BOOKS – Stop by the Youth 
Services Department and sign your child 
up for a 10-minute reading time with 
a reading therapy dog! Bring your own 
book or choose one of ours. Registration 
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
each Thursday at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 23 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINE$$ LUNCH & LEARN: 
NON-PROFIT GRANTS – Learn how to 
search for grant opportunities, assess 
whether you meet the eligibility require-
ments and how to approach writing an 
application. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 23 (2-3 p.m.) TRAVEL 
CLUB – This month we’ll explore Italy! 
Please register.

Friday, Feb. 24 (10-10:45 a.m.) COME 
PLAY WITH ME! – Open playtime with 
age-appropriate toys. For children ages 
2-5 with a caring adult. Siblings wel-
come. Registration required.

Friday, Feb. 24 (10 a.m.-noon) FIBER 
FANATICS – A time for needlecrafters 
to share, solve problems and show off.

Friday, Feb. 24 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
SENSORY STORYTIME – Features an 
adapted storytime for children with spe-
cial needs and their caregivers. Siblings 
are welcome. Includes time for social 
play. Content is geared to ages 3-7. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session.

Saturday, Feb. 25 (10:30-11 a.m.) 
MOTHER GOOSE ON THE LOOSE! – An 
interactive storytime featuring simple 
books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For ages birth-3 with an adult caregiver.

Saturday, Feb. 25 (4-5 p.m.) FULL 
STEAM AHEAD – STEAM = Science 
& Technology interpreted through 
Engineering & the Arts, all based in 
Mathematical elements. This month: 
“Our Solar System.” Grades 3-4. Please 
register.

Sunday, Feb. 26 (2-3 p.m.) AMERICAN 
GIRL DOLL CLUB – Addy Walker is a 
9-year-old born into slavery and growing 
up during the Civil War (1864). We will 
discuss the Civil War, slavery, freedom 
and equality. We will also play games and 
make a craft. Ages 6-11. Please register.

Sunday, Feb. 26 (2-3 p.m.) FRIENDS’ 
SUNDAY SOUNDS – “Red Light Roxy” 
will perform jazz and blues songs from 
the ‘40s and ‘50s. Luncheon will be 
served cabaret-style. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 27 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge on Monday afternoons! We 
have computers, video games, board 
games, snacks and more! For grades 
7-12 only.

Monday, Feb. 27 (6-8 p.m.) GET 
READY FOR MARDI GRAS! – Drop in 
for Mardi Gras fun! Create a mask or a 
jester’s hat and get ready to celebrate!

Monday, Feb. 27 (7-8:30 p.m.) ADULT 
COLORING – Looking to reduce your 
stress and anxiety while increasing your 
mindfulness? Come color with us! We’ll 
provide coloring pages, colored pencils 
and cookies. Open to adults 18 and over. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 28 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 
NETWORKING EFFECTIVELY – Your 
network helps you to gain information 
about industries, trends and career 
fields. Learn how to build and maintain 
business relationships that will assist you 
in your job search

Tuesday, Feb. 28 (10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) 
INDIVIDUAL TUTORING SESSIONS 
WITH FOUNDATION CENTER – Meet 
with a Foundation Center staff member 
for a half-hour session just for you. Learn 
how to use the grant application data-
base to best advantage. Please call the 
Reference desk to reserve a time.

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit west-
lakelibrary.evanced.info. 

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library

by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN

Caregivers and their children are invited 
to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, 
books and stories together. No registra-
tion is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in 
kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Thursday, Feb. 23 (7 p.m.) WE’RE 
GOING TO THE DOGS – Grades K-2: 
We’ll share dog books, songs and rhymes 
and make treats which will be delivered 
to dogs at a local shelter.

Monday, March 6 (11 a.m.) HOME-
SCHOOL: ARTIST FOR A DAY: JACK-
SON POLLOCK – Grades 4-8: We’ll 
learn about the artist and then create 
paintings in his different styles. Please 
wear old clothes and be prepared to get 

messy!

Thursday, March 9 (7 p.m.) WHAT 
A DISASTER: HURRICANE KATRINA 
– Grades: 3-4: Learn about Hurricane 
Katrina with hands-on science activities.

TEEN

Wednesdays, Feb. 22, March 1 and 
8 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Grades 5 & 
up: Chill with something fun to do after 
school – gaming, art, movies, experi-
ments and more! Registration required.

Wednesday, March 8 (3 p.m.) Paint 
Like Van Gogh – Vincent Van Gogh’s 
paintings were not appreciated during 
his lifetime. Find out why his paintings 
are popular now and loved by millions 
today. Explore the life and times of this 
master artist then create a painting on 
canvas using Vincent’s techniques in this 
painting workshop with professional 
artist JoAnn DePolo.

ADULTS

Wednesday, Feb. 22 (7 p.m.) PRE-
OSCAR PARTY – You are invited to 
attend a pre-Oscar party to celebrate 
the upcoming 89th Academy Awards 
that will be televised on Sunday, Feb. 26. 
Come hear David Moss, Fox 8’s Moss-
man, talk about the Oscars including the 
rules, 24 award categories, and nomi-
nated films. Participants will have the 
opportunity to predict who they think 
will win and enter a contest for free 

movie tickets.

Wednesday, March 1 (7 p.m.) 
AUTHOR: TERRY PLUTO – Cleveland 
sports fans will enjoy listening to local 
author Terry Pluto, as he talks about his 
new book: “The Comeback: Lebron, The 
Cavs & Cleveland.” A book sale and sign-
ing will follow.

Monday, March 6 (1:30 p.m.) COLOR-
ING FOR CALMNESS – Drop in and 
experience the latest trend in relax-
ation: adult coloring books! Studies 
show coloring can have a calming effect 
on the adult mind and help to promote 
overall wellness. Coloring pages from 
books designed especially for adults 
as well as colored pencils, markers, or 
crayons will be provided. We’ll color to 
some relaxing music. Refreshments will 
also be available.

Monday, March 6 (7 p.m.) COMMON 
CORE MATH FOR PARENTS – Better 
understand your student’s math home-
work with helpful tips for addition, sub-
traction, multiplication and division.

Friday, March 10 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join friends, 
neighbors and library staff for a monthly 
book discussion. The March discussion 
will take place at the library. This month 
discuss “Nutshell” by Ian McEwan. 
Copies of the books will be available at 
the library and BAYarts one month prior 
to the discussion.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with 
a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                      
at Bay Village Branch Library

Common Core 
Math for Parents 
program at Bay 
Village library
by SARAH POLACE

Struggling to help your elemen-
tary school child with their 
math homework? Want to 

learn more about Common Core 
and the Ohio Learning Standards? 
Join us at the Bay Village Branch of 
Cuyahoga County Public Library 
(CCPL) on Monday, March 6, at 
7 p.m. for a program focusing on 
Common Core Math for Parents. 
The program is presented by CCPL 
Youth Programming Coordinator 
Joanna Schofield.

“My son brought home a work-
sheet from kindergarten and even 
though I studied four years of Cal-
culus, I couldn’t make heads or tails 
of his homework,” Schofield said. “If 
I was having trouble, I knew other 
parents would be as well.”

Schofield will debunk the 
myths of Common Core and share 
tips, tricks and strategies to better 
understand your child’s homework 
and help with addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division.

To register for the program, call 
440-871-6392 or visit cuyahogali-
brary.org. 

by RANDY RISCH

Scott Stover, Bay Village Troop 41, 
earned the Eagle Scout rank on 
Feb. 13. Scott becomes the Troop’s 

149th Eagle Scout since 1964. He is the 
son of Kevin and Laura Stover of Fair-
view Park. 

For his Eagle service project, Scott’s 
team constructed a Little Free Library 
and reading bench at Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Fairview Park. Visit troop41.
wordpress.com for more information 
about Troop 41. 

Bay Village Troop 41 awards Eagle Scout
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Community theater almost 
ready for ‘Almost, Maine’

The Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation 
 

 

 

* antiques, mid century through 1970’s, and repurposed * 
* jewelry, china, household, furniture, toys, & more * 

 
 

Fundraiser at 
Bay High School 

29230 Wolf Road 
 

$5 Donation for Scholarship Fund 
Children under 12 free 

Sat. Feb. 25   10 am - 5 pm 
Sun. Feb. 26  11 am - 4 pm 

 

Free Appraisals 1-3 pm 
Limit 1 item each day 

Sat. - Jewelry    Sun. - Antiques 
 

www.BayWomensClub.org    440-334-7539 

 
 

Almost, MaineAlmost, Maine
by John Carianiby John Cariani

March 3-12March 3-12

The Bay Village Community TheaterThe Bay Village Community Theater
presentspresents

Tickets 
baytheater.yapsody.com

(440) 847-8494
Made Possible with a grant from The Bay Village Foundation

Sponsored by Interlake Steamship

Visit us @ baytheater.orgVisit us @ baytheater.org

Parkside Hall @ St. Barnabas Parkside Hall @ St. Barnabas 468 Bradley Rd, Bay Village, OH 44140468 Bradley Rd, Bay Village, OH 44140  
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THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
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www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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by PATRICK  MEEHAN

The good news is that not only 
is the Bay Village Community 
Theater going to transform 

Parkside Hall at St. Barnabas into the 
fictitious town of “Almost, Maine,” but 
they will do it without breaking the 
bank. With the help of The Interlake 
Steamship Company, The Bay Village 
Foundation, supportive local busi-
nesses and some generous individuals 
it looks like we will open our doors 
and be in the black and not the red.

Now the last task is to find 500 
residents of the community who 
wouldn’t mind being absolutely 
delighted for an evening. If you know 
someone who can use a night out, 

likes a good laugh and doesn’t mind 
being surprised – direct them to bay-
theater.yapsody.com to purchase a 
ticket to see “Almost, Maine.”

The show will be directed by 
Chris Bizub, and will feature the tal-
ents of Mackenzie Barry-Trombley, 
Gabriel Chuna, Jim Hagan, Casey 
McCann, Natalie Romano, Margaret 
Sabol-Hnat, Brittany Shrake and 
Kaycee Craig.

Performances will be at 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays, March 3, 4, 10 
and 11; closing with a 3 p.m. matinee 
on Sunday, March 12. Tickets may 
also be purchased by calling 440-847-
8494. Parkside Hall is located behind 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church at 468 
Bradley Road, Bay Village. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY THEATER

by LYSA STANTON

The Westlake Histori-
cal Society is happy 
to announce the 

winner of our 2017 Cutest 
Pet Contest: Iggy, a 2-year-
old Shih Tzu. She was 
adopted from the Toledo 
Area Humane Society as a 
puppy and moved to West-
lake with her owner, Sarah 
Howard, in 2015. When she 
was rescued, she was one of 
35 Shih Tzus from a hoard-
ing situation in Toledo.

Iggy was born without 
a tail, and has a 90-pound 
Aussie Doodle brother 
by the name of Bentley. 
They are the best of bud-
dies, though Iggy is the boss. She also 
enjoys the company of two cats, Max 
and Louie, but the feeling is not always 
mutual. Her favorite toy is her pink 
Lambchop. She simply adores soft 
squeaky toys. She also enjoys running 
around the house with empty milk car-
tons or cardboard boxes. Iggy is a sweet 
and friendly dog who loves to play, but 
is also happy to curl up on the couch for 
a laid back evening at home. Her nick-
name is “Wiggles.”

You might see Westlake’s Cutest 
Pet out for one of her walks on Dover 
Center Road. She enjoys getting plenty 
of exercise. I recently stopped by to 

visit Iggy and to present her owner with 
prizes that included a cash prize and 
a photo shoot for Iggy and her family 
compliments of Skyshore Prints in 
Westlake. She is looking forward to her 
duties as the Westlake Historical Society 
mascot and walking in the Fourth of 
July parade with other members of the 
historical society.

Reminder: The Westlake Historical 
Society education meeting will take 
place on Thursday, Feb. 23, at 7 p.m. 
We will meet at the Westlake Recreation 
Center. Our guest speaker will be Brian 
Thompson. He will relate his life experi-
ences growing up in war-torn Europe 
during World War II. 

Westlake Historical Society 
picks cutest pet

Westlake’s Cutest Pet for 2017, Iggy, and her 
owner, Sarah Howard.

by LORILYNN WOLF

Connecting for Kids will honor 
Ellen Spear, MA, CCC-SLP, as 
its Professional of the Year. 

This award is given to individuals 
who have helped fulfill the organiza-
tion’s mission to provide education 
and support to families with con-
cerns about their child. The award 
will be presented at the organiza-
tion’s annual fundraiser on Feb. 24 at 
Ahern Catering & Banquet Center in 
Avon Lake. The festivities kick off at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $65 and avail-
able at connectingforkids.org.

Spear is a speech language 
pathologist and co-owner of Lakeshore 
Speech Therapy in Westlake, helping 
numerous children to improve func-
tional communication skills. In her 
free time, she started “Running with 
the Cats,” a program which connects 
St. Ignatius High School students to 
children with special needs for the pur-
pose of training together for 5K runs. 
The program has grown from four kids 
to more than 50 participants.

The person that nominated Spear 

commented, “My son needed this pro-
gram. He loved his match and looked 
forward to his time with him. I love 
that it was a free activity for my son 
and it got him active!” Running with 
the Cats, which is open to those with 
many different diagnoses and con-
cerns, has helped children with special 
needs gain confidence in both athletic 
and social skills. The high school stu-
dents have also benefited from being 
peer models in this program.

Spear has also helped to educate 
families about communication and 
social skills issues by presenting at 
Connecting for Kids Speaker Series 
programs. 

Connecting for Kids honors 
Westlake business owner

Ellen Spear was named Professional 
of the Year by Connecting For Kids.
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by LWV observer KATHRYN KOSIOREK 

This report is not an official statement 
of the League of Women Voters. Mayor 
Clough’s office prepares official minutes.

The meeting took place at West-
lake City Hall on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8, and was called to order 

at 9:30 a.m. by Westlake Mayor Clough 
presiding. The meeting adjourned at 
10:45 a.m.

Present: Mayors Clough (West-
lake), Bobst (Rocky River), Patton 
(Fairview Park), Koomar (Bay Village). 
Mayor Kennedy (North Olmsted) 
was absent. Also present Renee 
Mahoney (fiscal officer), Jeff Cap-
retto (Westshore Enforcement 
Bureau), and the LWV observer.
COMMISSION REPORTS

RTA – Mayor Clough reported 
that the situation concerning bus 
access to Public Square on Superior 
Avenue remains essentially the 
same. A study, commissioned by 
RTA and released on Feb. 7 stated 

reopening Superior did not create 
safety issues. Concerns continue about 
loss of revenue created by the replace-
ment of the Medicare tax. The $12 mil-
lion fine from the federal government 
imposed on the City of Cleveland is 
still in play. Alternate routes for special 
events were discussed.

Mayor Patton stated that parking 
on side streets near the transit center 
on Center Ridge Road is a problem.

Mayors and City Managers 
Meeting – Mayor Bobst reported 
several concerns about the proposed 
central collection of business taxes 

through the Business Gateway by the 
state of Ohio. The state has estimated 
that this would save $9 million per 
year. Municipalities would be charged 
1 percent of the collection from their 
jurisdictions. Questions arose about 
the purpose of central collection.

A new formula for the distribution 
of local government funds is also of 
concern. This change would involve a 
portion of the funds being distributed 
on a need or the local government’s 
capacity to raise local revenues. Mayor 
Summers pointed out that rural areas 
suffer more and some attempt to allevi-
ate disparities is needed.

WEB Annual Report – Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Jeff Capretto 
delivered an oral annual report that 
emphasized the increasing problem 
with serious drug overdoses and 
increasing deaths despite the use of 
naloxone, NARCAN inhalers. New, 
more effective NARCAN inhalers are 
available and will be purchased.

Agent Capretto again emphasized 
that a many-pronged approach is 
necessary to address the use and abuse 
of all kinds of drugs. The need for 
more prevention education beginning 
in elementary school, education for 
families with a suspected abuser, and 
convictions of traffickers are all part of 
addressing the epidemic.

Prescription drop boxes have been 
used extensively. Over 3,000 pounds 
of prescription drugs were collected in 
the six municipalities in 2016. The WEB 
budget, approved in January, included 
raises for WEB agents. 

Hair Color & Gloss
$29.95*

Single Process Retouch & Gloss

Hair Color
$39.95*

Single Process Full Hair Color

Mini Highlight
$39.95

10-12 Foil Highlights

* Hair Color only. Extra long or thick hair may 
be an additional charge. Consult stylist.

By Appointment 
with Anita

216-502-8292

Carol Lynn’s Salon Plus
15516 Madison Ave., Lakewood

Westshore Council of 
Governments (WCOG) 
meeting, Feb. 8, 2017

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by MORGAN PASKERT

NASA ViewSpace is your 
direct line to every-
thing NASA, and it is 

now ready for visitors to enjoy 
at Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center!

Located in the Center’s 
redesigned “Space Corner,” 
ViewSpace displays the latest 
images, movies, animations and 
news from NASA observatories. 
This astronomy exhibit never 
goes out of date as it showcases 
a variety of topics including 
astronomy photos of the day, 
updates on the Hubble Space 
Telescope, discoveries made on 
the Mars Exploration Rover and 
more. ViewSpace will provide 

visitors with 5-10 minute seg-
ments presented in an easy-
to-read format. Its captivating 
music and stunning images are 
not to be missed!

The show will repeat about 
once an hour to ensure that 
visitors can return many times 
to enjoy different aspects of the 
exhibit. ViewSpace is the perfect 
preview to any of the Center’s 
planetarium shows and the 
first of many new exhibits to be 
revealed at Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center in the upcoming 
months. Stay tuned!

Visit the Center’s new NASA 
ViewSpace exhibit before “Sky-
Quest: A Year in Space, One Year 
Later” on Thursday, March 9, at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5. 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center unveils new NASA exhibit

The NASA ViewSpace exhibit displays the latest images, movies, animations and news 
from NASA observatories.
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Annual Green & White Revue 
returns March 24, 25
by CRIS KENNEDY

The Westlake High 
School PTSA 
proudly presents 

the 32nd Annual Green 
& White Revue on 
March 24 and 25 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Westlake 
High School Performing 
Arts Center, 27830 Hill-
iard Blvd. The emcees 
for this year’s show 

are Emily Schordock, 
Jeremy Schwochow and 
Jeremy McCabe.

The talent and 
variety show will fea-
ture talents of all kinds 
from Westlake schools 
students ranging in 
age from kindergarten 
to high school.  Some 
of this year’s acts 
include vocal, dance, 
folk & rock bands and 

comedy. This is a one of 
a kind show for the city 
of Westlake!

Admission for the 
show is $8 at the door 
with children six and 
under admitted for 
free. All proceeds to 
benefit the Westlake 
High School PTSA. For 
additional information 
visit our website, green-
andwhiterevue.com. 

Jeremy McCabe, Jeremy Schwochow and Emily Schordock will emcee 
this year’s Green & White Revue.
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

My blood pressure 
shot up when I 
turned 41. For 

a year, I ran and swam, 
squeezed stress balls and ate 
low-salt coleslaw. It helped, 
but not all the way. Finally, I 
showed up at the office of my 
good friend, Dr. Bob Bahler.

He listened to my history, 
including the “everybody in 
my family has hypertension, 
but I’m too young...” line. He 
chuckled when he heard I’d 
signed up for a marathon just 
to scare myself into exercising 
more regularly. 

“How’s that working 

out?” he asked.
“A little too well,” I said 

miserably, waiting for the 
floodgate of testing to begin.

“Nah,” he said, “you’re 
just getting old.”

OK, he was right. Here’re 
the facts: By age 40, 30 per-
cent of Americans are hyper-
tensive. By 60, 67 percent are. 
Most of us have the so-called 
“essential hypertension,” 
caused by a complex interac-
tion of vascular compliance, 
genetic predisposition and 
neurohumoral feedback; 
which is to say, “Who knows?”

Science cannot explain 
why I’m the chosen one, but 
to decide who are the “real” 

hypertensives can be tricky.
Imagine your heart as a 

stress ball. When you squeeze 
hard, the pressure inside 
the ball is systole, the first 
and higher blood pressure 
number. When you let go, the 
pressure of the relaxed ball 
is diastole, the second BP 
number. You can have prob-
lems with either or both pres-
sures. While the differences 
are nuanced, the long-term 
consequences of an over-
worked heart remain similar: 
increased risk of stroke, heart 
attack, and heart and kidney 
failure.

But office BP readings 
are notoriously unreliable; 15 
to 30 percent of those with 
elevated BP may have lower 
pressure outside the doctor’s 
office, known as White Coat 
Syndrome.

To avoid misdiagnosis, 
the U.S. Preventative Services 

Task Force recommends an 
ambulatory blood pressure 
monitor, which you wear for 
24 hours at home while going 
about your usual activities, 
including sleeping. It inflates, 
automatically, a few times 
an hour, depending on how 
annoyingly thorough your 
doctor wants to be. Medicare, 
at this point in time, will 
cover ABPM.

But the USPSTF recom-
mends “against wrist and 
finger BP monitors.” The 
accuracy of BP machines 
in pharmacies and grocery 
stores is variable.

Based on a Consumer 
Reports’ recommendation, 
I purchased an automatic, 
arm BP monitor for $40. It’s 
worked well.

The BP cutoff – 140/90, a 
familiar number – is actually 
based on expert consensus. 
And it’s been a moving target.

Here’s the thing: BP-
related complications start 
well below 140/90. But medi-
cations that lower pressure 
come with their own set of 
headaches. So for certain 
hypertensive subgroups, the 
BP goals have relaxed.

Currently most recom-
mend 140/90 for those 59 and 
younger, and for all diabetics 
regardless of age. For those 
over 60, the cutoff is 150/90.

While the experts lock 
horns, the more sobering 
problem facing our 75 million 
Americans with hypertension 
is that only half are under 
control, according to the 
CDC.

The scary thing about 
hypertension is that you can’t 
feel it. Unless you’re sure 
your guardian angel never 
texts while drifting about 
you, don’t ignore the “silent 
killer.” 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Keeping an eye on 
the ‘silent killer’

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Bay Village Councilman 
Dave Tadych and I dis-
covered we have some-

thing in common. Each of our 
fathers spent more than 40 
years with one company – and 
it was the same company and 
our dads knew each other. This 
is the story of two dedicated 
guys making a living for their 
families.

Going through some old 
pictures for a picture book I 
was making, I came across 
a photo of my mother at a 
bank function with two men 
I couldn’t identify. I sent the 
picture along with some others 

from the Cleveland Trust Bank 
to a friend who used to work 
for my Dad and asked him 
if he could tell me who the 
people were in the pictures. 
When I got his answer back 
he said one of the men was 
Bernie Tadych. I thought, 
hmm, wonder if that is David 
Tadych’s father. When I next 
saw Dave I asked him if Bernie 
Tadych was his father. He said 
yes and we realized our dads 
had worked together at the 
Cleveland Trust Company for 
years. We had a connection. 
Both our fathers spent their 
careers there.

The next time I saw Dave 
he handed me a little white 

box, three inches 
square, that 
looked the worse 
for wear. I opened 
it and the pam-
phlet inside read, 
“This symbolic 
paperweight of 
jet mist granite 
commemorates 
the opening of our 
first Twin Towers.” 
The new logo, CT 
for the Cleveland 
Trust Company, 
was in the middle. 
I loved it. What a 
memory for me 
since my dad had 
so much to do 
with that build-
ing, known as the 
Cleveland Trust 
Tower. Everyone 
called it “your 
dad’s building.” 

So here is the story of David’s 
dad and my dad and how 
they climbed the ladder at the 
Cleveland Trust Company.

To begin with, back then, 
the whole bank was a “family.” 
They had a group called the 
Official Family and our dads 
belonged. The annual picnic 
each year was at Euclid Beach 
Park. Back then men often 
spent their whole lives with 
one company, becoming very 
loyal. Together they had over 
80 years of banking connected 
with the Cleveland Trust Com-
pany. Both of our dads taught 
fundamentals of banking 
for the American Institute of 
Banking. We would walk into 
a branch lobby and a teller 
would recognize the name 
and ask, “Did your dad teach 
at AIB?”

Bernard Tadych gradu-
ated from West Tech High 
School and attended Cleveland 
College. Bernie always had a 
smile on his face and a kind 
word for everyone. In 1930, 
he began work at the Cleve-
land Trust Company Bank as 
a messenger, rising through 
the various positions to chief 
clerk at the Terminal office. He 
was appointed assistant man-
ager of the Terminal Prospect 
Branch and then vice president 

and manager 
of the branch, a 
position he held 

for many years. In 1974, Bernie 
played a major part in the 
merging of three separate and 
independent banks into the 
CleveTrust Corporation, a bank 
holding company, Cleveland 
Trust Company being one of 
them. Bernie was named to 
head the proposed new bank 
in Lorain County. He was 
appointed senior vice presi-
dent and chief executive officer 
of the First Lorain Trust in 
1974. He still held this position 
when he retired. Bernie lived to 
be more than 100 years old.

My dad, J. Ross Rothaer-
mel, attended East Tech 
High School and played on 
the football team. His father 
died, and to help the family 
he quit school and went to 
work. Ross was the auditor of 
the Midland Bank at Public 
Square when Black Friday and 
the Great Depression hit. He 
was never out of work, but 
life became harder. Eventu-
ally, the Midland Bank was 
purchased by the Gund family 
and the employees became 
part of the Cleveland Trust 
Company at East 9th Street 
and Euclid Avenue. Dad 
started over as a comptroller 
sitting on the main floor of 
the rotunda with a window 
looking out at East 9th Street 

(where Heinen’s is today).
In 1950, Dad became the 

auditor of the Cleveland Trust 
Company. When computers 
became of age, Dad was made 
a vice president and put in 
charge of the new EDP depart-
ment. Working with IBM, new 
computers took over and Dad’s 
traveling audit crew became 
his computer boys. The bank 
needed more space, and two 
new banking towers were 
planned for Euclid Avenue. All 
the employees that worked in 
the current buildings on Euclid 
had to be moved for three 
years, and Dad was the guy to 
do it. They called it Strategic 
Planning.

Buildings were rented on 
East 9th Street and the people 
moved while Tower No. 1 went 
up. In 1968, Dad retired but 
was rehired the next day to 
finish the job. He worked on 
and off for the next two years 
helping organize the depart-
ments for the new building. I 
still have a Turner Construc-
tion hard hat. The tower was 
completed in 1971; a second 
“twin tower” was never built. 
The Cleveland Trust Tower 
was later renamed Ameritrust 
Tower and is now part of “The 
9” residential and commercial 
complex.

David and I discovered we 
had much in common being 
Cleveland Trust brats. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

When the Downtown 
Heinen’s was a bank: 
The story of 2 dads 

Ralph Benedict, my mom and Bernie 
Taydch, in the picture that started all this.

The Cleveland Trust Rotunda and Tower 
No. 1 going up.

Bernard Taydch, 
Dave’s dad.

My dad, J. Ross 
Rothaermel.
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-823-9159 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com
visit our blog Ohiopetexpert.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
Client approval required ©2017 WBVO

600+  BEERS
1200+ WINES 

(10% Disc On Case)

Free Home Deliveries 
(Over $200 in Wines & Beers)

Wine Tasting Every Friday 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Store Hours: 
Mon. to Sat.- 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.       

Sun. - 11 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Ross Wine & Liquor
27313 Wolf Road, Bay Village

440-892-4726

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When seventh-grade math teacher Taylor 
Ratliff’s best friend and college roommate 
shipped out with her U.S. Army unit to 

Kuwait, Ratliff knew she wanted to do something to 
help her friend adjust to her new surroundings.

She brought up the idea of a collection of items 
to her Lee Burneson Middle School team as a class 
service project, and the idea took off. Over the course 
of two weeks, students in Ratliff’s, Meg Sherban’s, Paul 
Hammond’s and Todd Milkie’s classes collected books, 
wet wipes, Amazon and iTunes gift cards, candy, snacks 

and socks to send to Larissa Davis, a 
combat engineer with the 82nd Air-
borne Division.

The class collecting the most items 
will be treated to a pizza party, while 
the runner-up will receive donuts.

Ratliff said she and Davis roomed 
together for three years at Hiram Col-
lege and played on the school’s bas-
ketball team. Davis graduated in 2014 
and worked for a year before joining 
the U.S. Army. She is deployed to Iraq 
until September.

“She has a great sense of humor 
and she’s still my best friend,” Ratliff 
said. “She’s had a rough time trying to 
adjust. I wanted to do something to cheer her up. The 
idea of ‘Love for Larissa’ came up with Valentine’s Day.”

Ratliff’s grandfather’s VFW Post 5137 in Medina is 
donating the cost of shipping the items to Kuwait. 

LBMS service project 
benefits soldiers

Lee Burneson students collected boxes of donated snacks, 
books, games and gift cards to send to soldiers in Iraq.

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Support our 
advertisers.
And you’ll support our 
civic groups who have 
a voice in this great 
community resource.

Wednesday, Feb. 22, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Embroiderers' Guild of America
The North Coast Chapter will be stitching and 
assembling a shamrock biscornu. Call 440-835-
5183 or 440-734-2383 for more information. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 23, 7-8:30 p.m.
Westlake Historical Society Meeting
Westlake attorney and Historical Society member, 
Brian Thompson, will relate his experiences 
growing up in war-torn Europe during WWII and 
the aftermath. Brian will also tell about life as an 
immigrant and life in Ohio in the 1950s, 1960s, 
and to the present. Refreshments served. 
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Friday, Feb. 24, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Westlake Watershed Group Meeting
The City of Westlake's environmental education and 
involvement projects are directed by this citizens' 
committee. The group is made up of Westlake 
residents, business people and employees.
Westlake City Hall, 27700 Hilliard Blvd. 

Saturday, Feb. 25, 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Triple Negative Breast Cancer
Topics include treatments for triple negative 
breast cancer and coping with fear and 
uncertainty. Continental breakfast. Registration 
required: 216-595-9546. 
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 26, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Antiques Show and Vintage Toy Display
Shop for antiques and mid-century through 

1970s, with vintage jewelry, toys, military, 
household and much more – from a few dollars 
to high-end like Cowan pottery. Buy real 
wood furniture, including painted, distressed, 
repurposed. View our vintage toy display. Free 
appraisals: jewelry, Saturday 1-3 p.m.; and 
antiques, Sunday 1-3 p.m. $5 donation funds Bay 
High scholarships. Children under age 12 free.
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saint Raphael School Mardi Gras
Come join us for a day filled with family fun! Enjoy 
games, prizes and food. Purchase raffle tickets to 
win awesome prizes – iPad mini, Chromebook, 
Polaroid camera and tons more in our raffle that 
runs all day. Free admission.
St. Raphael School, 525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village

Saturday, Feb. 25, 1-3 p.m.
"The Heart of Art" Intergenerational Art Show
The art show will feature eclectic artwork by local 
artists of all ages. This event is free and open 
to the public. Enjoy, music, wine & appetizers. 
Artists may offer their artwork for sale. Any artists 
interested in participating can contact lceepo@
spectrumretirement.com or call 440-892-9777.
The Gardens at Westlake, 27569 Detroit Rd.

Saturday, Feb. 25, 4:30 p.m.
Free Community Meal
Please join us for great food, good conversation 
and fellowship. The meal is hosted by Church of 
the Redeemer, Westlake and Clague Road United 
Church of Christ, North Olmsted. No carry outs. The 
church is accessible to the physically challenged.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Monday, Feb. 27, 11:30 a.m.
Bees, Birds and Butterflies
Judy Semroc, of the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, will discuss how pollination works and 
how you can enhance your gardens and plants by 
using some important gardening techniques and 
plans. All interested gardeners welcome. Please 
make reservations at bayvillagegardenclub.com 
or call Sharen at 440-871-9098. There is a $5 fee 
for guests. Luncheon served.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 5:30-7 p.m.
What If It Isn't Alzheimer's?
During this seminar, Noreen Gray, director of 
lifestyle programming with HCR Manorcare, 
will discuss the benefits of tailoring caregiving 
efforts when one is living with a related form 
of dementia other than Alzheimer's disease. 
Suggestions for successful caregiving approaches 
will also be shared. RSVP: 440-808-9275.
Arden Courts, 28400 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, March 1, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Family History Research Help Session
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer free family history 
research assistance, to the public. Please bring 
pedigree and/or family group sheets to aid the 
volunteers in helping you.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, March 2, 7-8:30 p.m.
Westlake Unity Toastmasters
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation skills, 
think quickly and clearly on your feet, and build 

strong leadership and mentoring skills. Contact: 
Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

March 3, 4, 10 and 11, 8 p.m.; March 12, 2 p.m.
"Almost, Maine" Theatrical Play 
Bay Village Community Theater's production of 
"Almost, Maine" by John Cariani. Tickets are $12/
adults; $10/students and seniors 60+. Available at 
baytheater.yapsody.com.
Parkside Hall at St. Barnabas Church, 468 Bradley 
Rd., Bay Village

Saturday, March 4, 8 a.m.-noon
Big Kid ReSale
Holly Lane Elementary PTA's annual sale features 
vendors selling gently used or new clothing 
sizes 5T to Juniors and gear more appropriate for 
the older set, rather than the toddler set. Items 
include clothing, shoes, sports equipment, toys, 
games, books, music and computer equipment 
and furniture. Admission is $5 for the early-bird 
shoppers from 8-9 a.m. and $1 for entrance from 9 
a.m.-noon. Cash sales only.
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Sunday, March 5, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Benefit for the West Side Catholic Center 
The Friends of the West Side Catholic Center 
support the Shelter for women and their children 
in crisis, and all proceeds from the event go directly 
to benefit the Shelter. Boutique shopping begins 
at 11 a.m., a luncheon will be served at 12:30, and 
there will be additional shopping, auctions and 
raffles following the luncheon. Tickets are $45. For 
reservations, call 440-871-6681.
LaCentre, 25777 Detroit Rd., Westlake


